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Found Dead: The Story of Alex Chisolm 
 
 
On Saturday June 25th 1904, the Park Record reported that “the lifeless body of a man who 
proved to be Alex Chisolm was found…in an old cabin…in Thayne’s Canyon.”1

The body of a man was discovered by John Kelly and Joe Robinson who were in Thayne’s 
Canyon working on the road. They went to the creek and on the way back to the worksite they 
passed by John Oldham’s cabin. John Oldham himself was likely at Holy Cross Hospital with his 
wife while she was recuperating from her surgery

 His death remains 
shrouded in mystery. 
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They immediately notified the sheriff, and that is when the real mystery began. The purported 
cause of death of the stranger was “that he was known to be drinking heavily in town …and it is 
supposed that he was just worn out.”

. 

Instead Kelly and Robinson saw a stranger who appeared to have laid down for a nap with his 
coat as a pillow. When the two men could not rouse the strange man in the cabin from sleep 
they ventured closer and found that the man was dead, and likely had been for 24 hours.  
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The Masons were a fraternal organization in Park City which had been officially organized in 
November 1880, and followed in organization by the Independent Order of the Odd Fellows in 
January 1881. These organizations provided a needed social outlet among the miners as well as 
health insurance, religious support and “a decent burial”

  

When the body was searched, the police and the coroner found no identifying papers in his 
pockets. The only thing Alex Chisolm had on his person when his body was discovered was an 
Odd Fellow’s symbol and a Masonic pin. 
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1 1904-06-25, “Found Dead” 
2 1904-6-25, “Park Float” 
3 1904-06-25, “Found Dead” 
4 Glenwood cemetery binder, “Park City Fraternal Organizations” 
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 However, neither the Odd Fellows nor Mason organizations in Park City had any idea who he 
was. In fact, it seemed that no one in town knew who he was. Upon further searching, it was 
eventually found that Amos Mosher, a Park City local, was the only one in town who could 
identify the body.  



At that point in 1904, Amos Mosher, a one-time saloon owner, was a cattle dealer. Amos 
identified the body as a man named Alex Chisolm and told police that the man had worked at 
the California-Comstock crushing mill for 15 days. When his belongings were collected, it was 
found that he had three shirts, three suits, and a suit of underwear. Mosher also told them of 
Alex Chisolm’s brother living in Dawson City, Alaska.5

 

Image# 2000.17.389B  
Credit: Park City Historical Society & Museum, Kendall Webb Collection 
Caption: The remains of the California-Comstock Mill where Alex Chisolm worked in 1904 

 

When the Sheriff found that his brother could not be contacted nor located, Alex 
Chisolm was buried at Summit County’s expense in the county cemetery located in Coalville, 
Utah. The unusual circumstances seemed to be amplified by the fact that this man’s identity 
was never truly verified.  Was he really Alex Chisolm? Did Mr. Mosher really know who this 
gentleman was? With no prognosis of death one could wonder if Amos Mosher actually had 
something to do with this man’s passing. That is a mystery that will never truly be solved. 

                                                      
5 1904-06-25, “Found Dead” 


