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‘Headless Body Found’ 
 
Mysterious deaths were not an uncommon happening in Park City’s early days, but one 
would assume that by the 1930s they would have become less prevalent. Not so. In 
fact, one such unusual occurrence struck the community in the summer of 1932. 
 
One Saturday afternoon, local teenagers John Hendrickson and John Byer were in the 
gulch of the old Ontario Mill site hunting sage-hens. While passing through thick 
brush, they stumbled upon a headless body about 800 feet from the old mine dump. 
The two boys, horrified by the find, frantically made their way back into town to notify 
Sheriff Adamson.  
 
During the investigation, the sheriff determined that the body had fallen face forward, 
or should I say body forward, as he was missing his head. The rest of the skeleton was 
fully intact and partially clothed in a shirt, pants and shoes. Laying close to the body 
were: a coat that held a Salt Lake Tribune dated May 28, 1931, an open pocket knife, a 
pair of glasses, two pencils, matches, a packet of razor blades and two sales slips from 
Welsh, Driscoll & Buck. One of the sales slips was made out to a James Doyle, 
identifying the remains of the headless body. At the time, Sheriff Adamson believed 
that the head had been “torn off and carried away by dogs, or wild beasts.”  
 
Now comes the hair-raising part of our story. Doyle supposedly had left town in May of 
1931 to visit his brothers in Wyoming, but he was never heard from again. It was as if 
he had vanished into thin air. As a well-known miner and prospector in town, one 
would assume his disappearance would have caused some sort of concern, especially 
with his brothers, friends and co-workers. However, the only mention of him in the 
Park Record was from an article written in August of 1932, over a year after he went 
missing, in response to finding his body and the coroner’s inquest.  
 



Doyle, thought to be fifty-five years of age at his death, had lived in Park City for four 
or five years. He worked at the Alliance tunnel and the Spiro tunnel, but at the time of 
his death had been out of work for four or five months. After the inquest, it was 
determined that the “deceased came to his death by cause or causes unknown to the 
jury.” What happened to James Doyle? Why would his body have been found in the 
gulch when he was headed to see his brothers in Wyoming? Why would his head be 
missing while his body was left intact, especially if disturbed by “wild beasts?” It makes 
one wonder what exactly happened to Mr. Doyle that summer day in 1931. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed the spooky stories over these last four weeks. If you are 
interested in knowing more about Park City’s dark past, please visit us at the Park City 
Museum, located at 528 Main Street. 
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Caption – Perhaps what James Doyle would have seen those last seconds of life? To the 
right of the man is a light colored mine dump and beyond that would have been the 
old Ontario Mine buildings. 


