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 A dangerous occupation indeed 
 
 
McClellan Yates was born in Bushnell City, Illinois on July 13, 1863.  He married Mary Yates at 
Pine River, Colorado, February 15, 1883, and resided there until 1890, when they moved to Salt 
Lake City and then to Park City in 1891. The Yates family lived at 1403 Park Avenue, a lovely 
one and a half story central-passage style house.  He and his wife had three sons, Clyde, Roy, 
and Floyd, and five daughters, Mrs. Lewis Ford, Mrs. Dean Mitchell, Mrs. William Bates, Mrs. 
Clyde Evans, and Mrs. John Morlock. The couple also had twenty-five grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 
 
Yates first worked as a contractor hauling timber and stone while driving a team of horses and a 
wagon.  When the Panic of 1893 hit, he switched occupations, taking on a position at the Silver 
King Mine as a hoisting engineer and later was in charge of the boiler repair work under Mr. 
Frank Stone, Master Mechanic.  
 
Tragedy struck the happy family on June 9, 1929. While at work, Mr. Yates was fatally injured. 
The Park Record described the accident, “It seems that on June 1st while repairing a track on the 
surface workings at the Silver King Coalition Mines company, plant, where he has been 
employed for years as a boiler repair man and mechanic, was injured between two cars, 
necessitating a few days at home; he returned to work however, but on Monday, June 3rd, 
found it difficult to make the trip homeward, on horseback, being very much distressed by 
inward pains.”  He was taken to the Miners Hospital to be seen by doctors, but sadly gradually 
weakened until “death ended his suffering.” 
 
With the unusual case of his death, the body of McClellan Yates was sent to be autopsied by Dr. 
J. J. Galligan. The examination showed that he had died of peritonitis, the result of the crushing 
injury to his abdomen from days before. Per medical documents, peritonitis is a fatal 
inflammation of the abdomen’s lining, which can be caused by abdominal trauma, much like 
what Yates had suffered. 
 
What befell McClellan Yates was all too common in the mining industry.  No matter if the job 
was above ground or below there was always a chance for injury.  But for many it was the only 
way to provide for their families, leaving them little choice but to deal with the dangers of 
mining. 
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