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Near Dynamite Disaster 
 
Accidents happen; it is just a part of life.  Living in a mining town only elevated the number of 
occurrences and the level of devastation they caused, and Park City certainly was no stranger to 
tragedy.  Reading through the historic Park Record, you can find stories on mine explosions, 
town fires and plane crashes, just to name a few.  In one particular instance, a runaway train 
nearly ended the town. 
 
“That a large section of Park City, with many of its inhabitants are not scattered over the hill-
sides is because we are lucky – that’s all.” – Park Record August 23, 1913 
 
What started as a peaceful summer day ended with quite the ruckus!  The event, which occurred 
on the very same day that the Park Record reported it, could have ended in disaster.  After noon, 
right before the Rio Grande passenger train left the station, a freight engine pulling three loaded 
ore cars and a caboose were leaving the Silver King Coalition loading station.  For an unknown 
reason, the engine lost control and could not handle the weight of the full cars. 
 
Panic ensued, but quick action was necessary.  In order to keep the train off of the main tracks, 
the switchback was opened to divert it onto a small set of tracks.  However, the unplanned and 
completely dangerous part was that on the small set of tracks sat two loaded cars, one with 
merchandise and the other with dynamite!   
 
The runaway train was barreling down the tracks at a high rate of speed and crashed into the 
back of the car holding the dynamite.  The accident destroyed boxes of powder, strewing it all 
over the ground.  It was amazing that the whole town did not blow up, and the Park Record was 
quick to mention this fact, “That an explosion did not occur is simply miraculous, and if it had – 
well, we’ll leave the awful result to your imagination.” 
 
The City Marshal Mair placed guards at the accident site until the railroad company could send 
in men to clear the dynamite powder from the ground, and to keep trouble makers from causing a 
larger accident.      
 
It is obvious that the writers of the Park Record understood the severity of the runaway train 
accident, but by finding a comedic tone they perhaps calmed the nerves of Parkites.  If fate had 
had different plans that day the whole town could have all been blown to smithereens!  
 
The Park City Historical Society & Museum is celebrating 30 years of preserving, protecting, 
and promoting Park City’s history and heritage. 
 



 
Image# 2007.11.426 
Credit: Park City Museum Historical Society & Museum, Thomas F. Hansen Collection, made 
possible by a gift from Peter and Gail Ochs. 
Caption: Runaway train pictured after the accident.  The caboose is off the track while the engine 
is smashed in between two cars. 


