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Is Less More? Is Bigger Better? 
 
During Park City’s mining era, there were over 300 individual mine claims; a small number are honored 
on historical markers and in the names of ski runs peppered around Park City Mountain Resort and Deer 
Valley, but most have been forgotten. By the 1960s, there were only a few major mining companies 
operating in the area and the two largest owned over 90% of the mining properties. 
 
Consolidation of mining claims started not long after mining was introduced to Park City. In the early 
days, this resolved disputes over ownership of and access to valuable mineral veins, offered greater 
economies of scale, and made some individuals extraordinarily wealthy. As time passed, mergers and 
purchases were most often a response to the financial misfortune of a competitor and an effort to keep 
one’s own mining company in the black.   
 
The challenges faced by the mining companies from the late 1800s into the mid-1900s were periodic 
union activism and labor unrest, labor shortages during both world wars, low demand during the 
Depression, high production costs, global competition, and volatile prices for metals.  
 
Important examples of early and later consolidation include the formation and expansion of what became 
Silver King Coalition Mines Company and Park Utah Consolidated Mines Company. 
 
The Silver King Mining Company was formed in 1892 through the merging of the Mayflower, Woodside, 
Northland, Tenderfoot, and Silver King mines, all located in Woodside Gulch. The Silver King Coalition 
was formed in 1907 with the acquisition of the Kearns-Keith, Alliance, Magnolia-St. Louis, Pinyon, Odin, 
Belmont, and Jupiter mines. Finally, in 1924, Silver King Coalition purchased the struggling Silver King 
Consolidated (King Con) Mining Company. 
 
Park Utah Mining Company was incorporated in 1917 to expand mining in eastern Park City; the 
company acquired several hundred acres of existing claims and got permission to access them via the 
Ontario and Daly tunnels. Park Utah Consolidated Mines Company was formed in 1925, when Park Utah 
Mining Company purchased Park City Mining & Smelting Company (formerly the Daly-West Mining 
and the Judge Mining & Smelting companies), which also included the assets of the Ontario Silver 
Mining Company. 
 
Even bigger changes to these two mining companies were on the horizon that would alter Park City’s 
literal and figurative landscape, and that continue to impact current events here today. Be sure to look out 
for next week’s concluding article. 
 
The Park City Historical Society & Museum is celebrating 30 years of preserving, protecting, and 
promoting Park City’s history and heritage. 
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Caption:  The Silver King Mine, when it was only one of many small mines in Woodside Gulch. Decades 
later, Silver King Coalition Mines would own numerous mines and extensive acreage in the Park City 
area.  


