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Diamonds are a girl’s best friend 
 
In 1911, Park City’s local baseball favorite Tom “Cap” Ryan announced his lineup for a game 
that Tuesday in town. For this lineup, however, all of the player’s first names were changed to 
female names. The game itself would be a unique match, for the Park City boys would be facing 
“The Original Bloomer Girls”, who had traveled from the East Coast to compete.i

 
  

Starting around 1890, women’s baseball teams termed “Bloomer Girls” began to form and 
challenge local, amateur, and minor league men’s teams around the country. Bloomer Girls 
teams were co-ed, comprised of women and about three men, and had become quite a 
controversial phenomenon. Initially, the men (known as “toppers) cross dressed to play on the 
teams. These positions were often easily filled despite the stigma of male cross dressing, because 
they paid well, they usually played key positions, and these players could eventually use their 
experience to earn a position in the major leagues. By the 1900s, women players had switched 
over to pants rather than bloomers, and the tradition of cross dressing was also forgotten.ii

 
 

Some towns’ papers used excuses such as “chivalry” to explain away Bloomer victories, while 
other towns found themselves in surprised awe of the contradictory of competitive yet feminine 
women.iii

 
 

So, Tom (“Sarah”) had announced his team. The Park Record remarked that “ordinarily our boys 
object to “beating” women, but in this particular instance they will give the fair wearers of 
bloomers such a walloping that they will be glad to return to their eastern homes willing ever 
after to help their overworked mothers with the housework instead of “glalivanting” over the 
country endeavoring to pick up easy money in participating in the masculine sport of ‘ball 
tossing’.”iv

 
  

Tuesday came, and about 250 fans witnessed the Bloomer gals (and four men) beat Park City 7-
2. The Park Record had no excuses, nor any acknowledgement of their previous comments. “As 
short stop, Miss Daggett has a good head, and plays the game like a veteran...Miss Broan on first 
is a first class fielder. Miss Wadell, who plays center field, got a high fly, and her hitting was the 
principal feature of the game.”v

 
 

These Bloomers challenged Victorian stigma towards the coexistence of female athleticism and 
femininity, and additionally female competitive legitimacy; a stigma that female athletes have 
continually had to beat since. 
 



The Park City Historical Society & Museum is celebrating 30 years of preserving, protecting, 
and promoting Park City’s history and heritage. 
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Image #: Digi.2.10103 
Credit: Park City Museum, Himes-Buck Collection 
Caption: This picture of the Park City team in 1914 features some of the long time players who 
played the Bloomers:  Tom “Sarah” Ryan (Second from right, bottom), William “Kitty” Berry 
(Third from right, top), Storm “Cora” Platt (Fourth from right, top), and Lou “Mary” Kennedy 
(sixth from right, top). 
 
 


