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‘Was It Murder?’ 
 
‘Park City has a mystery case – that looks very much like murder – yet a difference of opinion 
prevails regarding the matter among the county officers.’ –Park Record July 11, 1924. 
 
An all too common occurrence in Park City’s history was to either ignore brutal murders or to 
claim that said deaths were actually due to natural causes. The historic Park Record is riddled 
with articles that paint horrific and stomach-turning murders, and then end abruptly. No 
investigations, no charges and usually no one brought to justice. It was a rarity to even know the 
backgrounds of those the unspeakable acts were brought upon. 
 
One such instance occurred in the summer of 1924, when some men who worked at the Silver 
King Coalition were headed to work walking up Woodside Canyon. As they passed the last 
house in the canyon, they found fellow employee James Kusic lying in the front yard, badly 
injured and unconscious. He was rushed to the Miners Hospital, but never regained 
consciousness to tell his tale, and died shortly after. 
 
An investigation took place by Sheriff Clark and his deputies at the scene of the crime. The 
results indicated that Mr. Kusic was assaulted (or was in an accident) in the road in front of the 
house in Woodside Canyon. He was then either drug to the yard or had crawled to where he was 
found lying in a pool of his own blood. His head had a large gash on the left side, which was 
brought on by an impact so forceful that it had fractured his skull. 
 
The night prior to the attack, Kusic “was down town Wednesday night, and was drinking in up-
town joints until about midnight. He stayed up at the mine, and was seen going up the canyon 
shortly after midnight evidently on his way to the ‘bunk house.”’ Theories abounded that either 
Kusic was attacked and robbed, or that he was so intoxicated that he fell, which caused the skull 
fracture. However, the physician who examined the body claimed that the gash and fracture 
could not have happened by falling down. 
 
An interview with local Parkite Jim Don sadly highlighted the fact that on the day of his death, 
James Kusic was to turn 68 years old. Not quite the birthday surprise I think he was looking 
forward to. Beyond this nugget of information, very little was known of Mr. Kusic. He was 
single, had no children and only one known relative, a brother living in California. 
 
The sheriff vowed to continue the investigation and solve the mysterious death. Curiously 
though, no inquest was held nor was there ever any mention again in the Park Record of the 
case. With all the mysterious deaths in Park City and no justice being served, one might wonder 
if they were living next door to a serial murderer who would never be caught. An eerie thought 
to be sure! 
 
Be on the lookout this next handful of weeks for our spookiest articles of the year! 
 



The Park City Historical Society & Museum is celebrating 30 years of preserving, protecting, 
and promoting Park City’s history and heritage. 
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Caption: The Miners Hospital, taken in 1927, where James Kusic breathed his last breaths of life. 


